
 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 

The beginning and the end.    
Revelation 22: 13 

 
With every end is a beginning. November is ending as December begins. The church year is ending as the advent of 
Christ begins. The story of Christ will unfold before us over the course of the new year; as it did last year and as it 
will continue to do in the following year.  It is the cycle or circle of his life as it corresponds with ours.  
 
I call November the ‘gray’ month. The trees are naked stalks. The earth is barren. The clouds cover the sun and all 
is drab without life or color. Standing on my deck overlooking my backyard you can see my garden plot.  It is in the 
center of the yard in the shape of circle, a medicine wheel with four paths. It is a constant visual of the wheel of life, 
which is forever evolving and bringing new lessons and truths to the paths upon which we all walk. Each of us 
must stand on every spoke of life many times, and every direction is honored. The circle is never ending, life 
without end just as the lessons we learn never cease.  
 
I find the times in which we live exciting and troublesome.  I find the times in which the church lives exciting and 
challenging. It is challenging for the church to walk the path that seeks truth. More often than not it appears like the 
‘gray’ month of November, seemingly without promise, yet it is a spoke in the wheel on which one must stand to 
learn from before we travel on to the next direction.  
 
Look around you, where do you see the circle of life visible in your life or in the life of the church? The Advent 
wreath is a good example. The evergreens used for the wreath itself are a reminder of continuous life. Hundreds of 
years before Christ, the Scandinavians lit candles placed around a wheel and prayers were offered to the god of light 
to turn the ‘wheel of the earth’ back toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore warmth.  It wasn’t until the 
Middle Ages when the Germanic peoples began incorporating a lighted wreath into the Christian season of Advent. 
 
The story of Christ is beginning to unfold before us. It is the cycle or circle of his life as it corresponds with ours. 
Life with all its complexities, its grayness, its darkness, its color, its warmth. These are all spokes on the wheel we 
stand to learn from.    
 
As we light our candles this season on the Advent wreath, may it remind us of Christ, the beginning and the end, 
the life that continuously brings light into the circle of life.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Julie 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
This year is a series of new beginnings for me, one of which is introducing this effort to be in more direct 
communication with the people of the Northern Great Lakes Synod.  While we have our 6X a year newsletter, 
Notes and Quotes, and we have our 2x monthly electronic newsletter, E- Notes, and our Facebook Page and 
website, www.nglsynod.org., asking for room in congregational newsletters will even further our connection to 
each other.   
 
As people of faith, this month we observe Advent together. If Advent was a moment at a dinner party, it would 
be that space of time between when everything is ready, and you are watching and waiting for the guests to 
arrive. 
 
Advent is expectation, anticipation, the tension of the in-between space where we are waiting for what is to 
come.   
 
But we’re not very good at waiting.  Fast food is fast because people do not have time to wait.  We have drive 
through hamburgers, drive through banks, and drive through coffee.  Time is money, money is time, and the 
savvy business owner caters to the consumer who’s in a perpetual hurry.  We demand and are used to instant 
gratification.  From text messages to high speed internet, we do not like to wait for results. We even binge 
watch favorite television shows because we cannot wait for the next episode.  Is there anything that we wait 
for?  Where the waiting provides blessing? Where the waiting is productive?  Even necessary? 
 
Some have called Advent the pregnancy of the Church.  Certainly, we would want the growth of a yet to be 
born child to be given all the time that is needed.  But what of the gestation of an idea?  Or a mission?  The 
discernment of direction?  A search for clarity of the will of God?  I believe these also cannot be rushed. 
 
Our Church is on the cusp of becoming something new.  We do not yet know what that is.  We may not even 
live to see the complete transformation, although we are witnessing the labor pains now.  We see the changes, 
even grieve the changes, as we continue to put our efforts into ministry and meet the challenges of a 
transforming church in a shifting world.  
 
In its essence, Advent is not such an easy place to be.  This place of waiting and uncertainty, of wanting to do 
something to prepare, and not being sure what that is.   
 
But scripture proclaims that there is blessing in the waiting.  Advent invites us to percolate in the Spirit, to feel 
the suspense of unresolved tension, and still place our trust in the one who holds our future.  We cannot binge 
on Advent so Christmas gets here sooner, and neither can we fast forward the present so that we arrive at the 
future before its time.  Some things… some God things…. simply cannot be rushed.   
 
So together we wait and watch. We make ready for our Lord Jesus to come to us and we prepare for his 
coming.  Together we wait for God to speak the Word Christ into our lives and into the hopes we have for our 
Church.  And then together we will sing -  
 
Joy to the World, the Lord is come, let earth receive its king. 
Let every heart prepare him room, And heav’n and nature sing! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Bishop Katherine Finegan 
 

 



 

Dear Members of Grace, 
 
In the beginning of November, the Bishop asked to meet with the councils of Grace and 1st 
Lutheran Church to discuss a recommendation from the Synod. 
 
There are not any ordained pastors available and not knowing when one would become available, 
the Synod thought having a Licensed Lay Minister (LLM) would be our best option.  LLM’s can do 
just about anything a seminary graduate can do.  Pam Long was the LLM in Baraga, Pastor Julie was 
a LLM while she was attending seminary.  At this time, Bishop Finegan presented a candidate’s 
name for a LLM.  Michal Cavaleri is a local seminary student who is taking classes on line.  He will 
be finishing his first semester in January.  She felt he would be a good candidate because he would 
be available to be a part time leader, still go to school, he could be learning a pastor’s role, the 
compensation is right and it would be a yearly contract.  He would be able to lead worship on 
Sundays, visit the sick, baptize, bury and be available to do what a pastor can do.  But both church’s 
would need to agree to hire him. 
 
The councils were given time to read the application that Micah had prepared for the position of 
LLM, along with a proposed compensation package from the Synod.  There was discussion on the 
compensation and questions about how this would all work out.  His position would be half time 
which is 25 hours a week, split  60/40 with Dollar Bay.  He still would be taking classes and 
occasionally he would have to go to Luther Seminary for a week or so. 
 
Because this is not a “Call” situation but a job within the church, it is the decision of the council on 
whether to hire Micah as our LLM.  The congregation will have to vote on his compensation as 
presented in the budget.  There are some guidelines that will need to be followed: he would have a 
pastor from the conference as his supervisor, he will continue to take classes through Luther 
Seminary, there would be a support committee made up of 2 people from Grace and 2 from 1st 
Lutheran.  This committee will meet with Micah on a regular basis for feedback, suggestions, 
teaching, praying, etc. 
 
Grace and 1st Lutheran meet last week to interview Micah.  We were able to hear where is coming 
from and where he is going, he listened and commented to our concerns, needs and wishes. 
 
Micah has been our pulpit supply a couple of times.  He is learning and open to suggestions and we 
can help him.  The council did vote on hiring him as the LLM.  1st Lutheran is also for hiring him.  
We do not know a start date yet, there are a few things that need to be firmed up and our 
congregation as well as 1st Lutheran’s will need to approve the 2018 budget at our annual meeting in 
January. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to talk to a council member. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Cheryl Stimac, Council President 



 

Mark Your Calendars  
January 7th   Congregational Meeting 

The Grace council has made some changes to the Constitution and the 
congregation needs to vote on these changes.  Some of the changes are mandated 
by the ELCA but others are changes that the Long Range Vision and Resource 
Team has recommended to the council.  There will be constitutions available to 
you to read and check on before this meeting. 
 
FYI.. Constitutional amendments require approval at two consecutive 
congregational meetings; the second meeting must be the annual meeting. 
 
 

January 28th   Annual Congregational Meeting 
This will be our annual meeting to pass a proposed budget, vote again on the 
constitutional changes from the Synod (if any), vote for council members and 
delegates for the Conference, Synod Assembly, and Fortune Lake Bible camp. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Several ways to stay in contact 

or to contact Grace Lutheran 

  
Web site ~ http://www.gracesouthrange.com/ 

Facebook ~ https://www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchSouthRangeMi/ 

E Mail ~ grace@gracesouthrange.com  

By Phone ~ (906) 482-2011  
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Daily Bible Readings for 
Advent and Christmas 2017-2018 

  
Week 1 

Sunday, December 3: Isaiah 64:1-9 
Monday, December 4: Psalm 80:1-7 
Tuesday, December 5: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Wednesday, December 6: Mark 13:24-37 
Thursday, December 7: Psalm 85:8-13 
Friday, December 8: Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Saturday, December 9: Ezekiel 36:24-28  
 

Week 2 
Sunday, December 10: Mark 1:1-8 
Monday, December 11: Isaiah 40:1-11 
Tuesday, December 12: Psalm 27 
Wednesday, December 13: Luke 1:5-17 
Thursday, December 14: Habakkuk 2:1-4 
Friday, December 15: Philippians 3:12-16 
Saturday, December 16: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Week 3 
Sunday, December 17: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Monday, December 18: Psalm 126 
Tuesday, December 19: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Wednesday, December 20: Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Thursday, December 21: Luke 1:26-38 
Friday, December 22: Luke 1:39-45 
Saturday, December 23: Luke 1:46-55 
 

Week 4 
Sunday, December 24: Luke 20:1-20 
Monday, December 25: John 1:1-14 
Tuesday, December 26: Psalm 148 
Wednesday, December 27: 1 John 1:1-9 
Thursday, December 28: Jeremiah 31:15-17 
Friday, December 29: Isaiah 49:5-15 
Saturday, December 30: Psalm 148 
  

Week 5 
Sunday, December 31: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Monday, January 1: Galatians 4:4-7 
Tuesday, January 2: Luke 2:22-40 
Wednesday, January 3: Psalm 110 
Thursday, January 4: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Friday, January 5: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Saturday, January 6: Matthew 2:1-12 

December  
Worship Services 

 
 

Sunday, December 3: 
11:00am Worship with  

Rev. Bob Langseth 

 
Sunday, December 3: 

7:00pm Christmas Concert 
 

Sunday, December 10: 
11:00am Worship with  

Rev. Soren Schmidt 
  

Wednesday, December 13: 
6:00pm Christmas Program 

 
Sunday, December 17: 

11:00am Christmas Program 
 

Sunday, December 24: 
11:00am worship with  

Pam Long 
 

Sunday, December 24: 
4:00pm worship with  

Cheryl Stimac 
 

Sunday, December 24: 
9:00pm worship with  

Micah Cavaleri 
 

Sunday, December 31: 
11:00am Lessons and Carols 

 



 

  
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quilters 
Wednesday, 

Dec. 6th 

Notes from 

the office 
 

Would you like to 
start receiving a 
weekly devotion 
from the church 

office on Mondays?  
Please send Katie 

your name and 
email address. 

 
Newsletter items 

are due in the office 
the last week of the 

month. 
 

Please save your 
Econo receipts and 

return them to a 
box in the library.  
Grace receives 1% 

of the total receipts. 
 

If we do not have 
your birthday or 

anniversary, please 
let us know.  

 

Anniversaries 
 

Jason and Katie Tormala  1 

Bill and Sandra Mannisto  21 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to supply the church with a poinsettia or 
other winter flower in memory or honor of a loved one? 

 

In memory/honor of: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

From: ____________________________________________________________ 
 

After the Christmas Season: 
______ I will take my plant         ______ Use it at the church 

 

 

Knit, Pray, 

Crochet  
Every Tuesday, 

1:00pm  
All are welcome.   

Birthdays 
 

Karen Johnson 3  Emily Raffaelli 6  Chloe Snell 6 

Katie Bridgers 7  Delores Paavola 9  Dylan Nettell 12 

Ethan Tormala 15  Jordan Tormala 15 Nora Smith 17 

Jean Belkonen 18  Carrie Karvakko 18 Dominick Nettell 20 

Susan Beck 21  Cara Wightman 22 MaryAnn Schulze 28 

Angela Harju 28 

 

 

      Kiitos Paljon      
  

  Thank you to all the After School Program  
and Sunday School volunteers.   
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December 

Worship Text 

& Pulpit Supply 
 

 
Sunday, December 3: 

Rev. Bob Langseth 

Mark 13:24-37 
The Coming of  
the Son of Man 

 
Sunday, December 10: 

Rev. Soren Schmidt 
Mark 1:1-8 

John Appears From  
The Wilderness 

 
Sunday, December 17: 

Christmas Program 
 

Sunday, December 24: 
11:00am Pam Long 

Luke 1:26-38 
The Angel Appears  

to Mary 
 

Sunday, December 24: 
4:00pm Cheryl Stimac 
9:00pm Micah Cavaleri 

Luke 2:1-20 
The Birth of the Messiah 
Revealed to Shepherds  

 
Sunday, December 31: 

Lessons and Carols 

 
 
 
 
 

The 12 Prayers of Christmas 
 

LOVE – Lord, help us follow the way of love – let the 
love of Christ compel us (1 Corinthians 14:1; 2 
Corinthians 5:14). 
 
JOY – Restore the joy of Your salvation to us; let us 
experience the joy of Your presence (Psalm 51:12; 16:11). 
 
PEACE – Let Your peace rule and guard our hearts; give 
us more of You – You are our peace (Colossians 3:15; 
Philippians 4:7; Ephesians 2:14). 
 
HOPE – Enlighten the eyes of our heart so that we may 
know the hope You called us to (Ephesians 1:18). 
 
FAVOR – Let Your favor rest on us (Luke 2:52). 
 
LIFE – Shine Your light of life on us; help us to walk in 
it (Job 33:30; Psalm 56:13). 
 
SALVATION – Help us to fear You so we can unlock 
the treasure of Your salvation (Isaiah 33:6). 
 
SELFLESSNESS – Keep us from self-seeking attitudes 
that reject truth (Romans 2:8). 
 
GENEROSITY – Make us rich in ways that result in 
generosity on our part so You will be praised (2 
Corinthians 9:11). 
 
RECEIVING – Help us receive Your kingdom, Your 
Spirit, and Your grace (Daniel 7:18; John 20:22; Romans 
5:17). 
 
SEEKING – Encourage us to seek Your face with all 
our hearts (Deuteronomy 4:29; Psalm 27:8). 
 
PRAISE – We ascribe glory to Your name, Lord; we 
come before You in worship for You are holy (1 
Chronicles 16:28-29). 
 

http://charginglife.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Dictionary 
by: Walter Lieder 

Concordia Publishing House 
Saint Louis, Missouri 

 
 

Beatitude: A declaration of blessedness, such as the beatitudes in Christ’s 
Sermon on the Mount. (Matt. 5:3-12) 
 
First Fruits: 1. The earliest gathered fruits of the season offered to God in 
acknowledgement of His gift of fruitfulness.   2. The earliest products of an 
endeavor or effects of a process.  (1 Cor. 15:20; James 1:18) 
 
Processional: Hymn sung as the choir enters the church at the beginning of 
the service.  
 
Salutary: Wholesome; beneficial; giving salvation.  
 
 
 

 



 

  

 

Grace 

Lutheran is a 

member  

of the 

Evangelical 

Lutheran 

Church 

in America. 

Our Hearts to Their Homes 
 

Nancy Harris at home   

Susan Koskela at home 

Delores Paavola at home 

Elaine Aro at Gardenview  

Eleanor Maki at the Bluffs 

Jan Mikkola at at the Bluffs   

Amanda Mountjoy at home  

Laurel Johnson at Lighthouse    

Bill & Sandra Mannisto at home  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

LCW Christmas Party 
Monday, December 11th 

6:00pm 
Light dinner, and dessert. 

The Christmas story brought 
to you by the Grace LCW. 

 

Gentle Reminder 

The office and financial staff do not work on  
Sunday mornings.  Thanks for respecting their 

worship time with their families. 
 

Range VFW 
Breakfast 

Every Wednesday, 
9am to 11am 

$6.00 
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Service Workers for December 
 

 Dec. 3 Dec. 10 Dec. 17 Dec.24 (11) Dec. 24 (4) Dec. 24 (9) Dec. 31 

Counters K. Houle 
A. Harju 

K. Houle 
P. Long 

J. Baillod 
K. Johnson 

Katie B 
Sue Slinde  

 C. Stimac 
M.Bohjanen 

H. Aro 
C. DeForge 

Fellowship 
 

 
None 

 

None 

Christmas  

Program  

Fellowship 

 
None 

 
None 

 
None 

 
Fellowship 

Ushers Tom & 
Cheryl 
Stimac 

P. Long 
Katie. B 

T. Savola 
P. Bridgers  

 T. Savola 
P. Bridgers 

  

Acolyte & 
Bell Ringer  

 
Youth 

 
Youth 

 
Youth 

 
Youth 

 
Youth 

 
Youth 

 
Youth 

Communion 
Assistant 

Jeanine 
Baillod 

 
Cara. W 

 
None 

Katie 
Bridgers 

Tom 
Stimac 

Chris 
DeForge 

 

 
None 

Reader   
Cara. W 

     

Sunday 
School 

Janet 
Kokko 

Program 
Practice 

Christmas 
Program 

No 
S.S. 

  No 
S.S. 

Pulpit 
Supply 

Rev. Bob  
Langseth 

Rev. Soren 
Schmidt   

Christmas 
Program 

Pam  
Long 

Cheryl 
Stimac 

Micah 
Cavaleri 

Lessons  
and Carols 

 
passages taken from  

“Planned-Giving: Monthly Newsletter Articles” 
www.nglsynod.org 

 

December 
Wealth Replacement Life Insurance 

 
Wealth Replacement Life Insurance is a tool used to facilitate some life income gifts to 
ministry.  The concept is for an insurable donor to make a gift for ministry to the ELCA.  The 
donor then receives a life income.  Part of that income is used to purchase life insurance on 
the donor’s life.  This insurance policy is put into a trust for the donor’s heirs.  At death, this 
trust is paid to the heirs/beneficiaries to replace the wealth that was given to ministry.  If a 
life income gift is for you, wealth replacement insurance may be a way for you to preserve 
your estate value for your heirs.  Your gift planner can help you consider the use of wealth 
replacement life insurance.   
 
For more information contact: 
Timothy Knutson, ELCA Foundation at (414) 477-9979  
Pastor Larry Westfield, ELCA Foundation at (262) 224-9574  
Bishop Katherine Finnegan at (906) 228-2300   



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Congregational Contact Information 

 

Volunteer Coordinators 

Acolytes/Bell Ringers Katie Bridgers  482-2011  

Altar Duty    Chris Davis   482-5567 

Communion   Chris DeForge  482-8068 

Counters   Marianne Bohjanen  482-8459 

Funeral Servers  Patty Savola   281-5100 

Readers   Cheryl Stimac   281-7909 

Fellowship   Carolyn Rundman  482-6344 

Ushers    Pam Long   482-4065 

Greeters   Heather Aro   482-0341  

Ride Coordinator  Katie Bridgers  482-2011  

Office Volunteers  Katie Bridgers   482-2011 

Gardening   Janet Kokko   482-2368 
  

Building & Grounds Maintenance 

Paul Bridgers    482-3665 Dave Aro    487-6161 

Tom Stimac 281-7910 Joe DeForge 482-8068  

Heather Aro   482-0341   

   Parsonage Maintenance 

Paul Bridgers    482-3665 Dave Aro    487-6161 
Katie Bridgers   482-2011 Cheryl Stimac   281-7909 

  
 

 

November Council Highlights 
 

 A temple talk was made by Amanda Rasner concerning the Always Being Made New 
campaign on November 12th.  She spoke of her trip with a team of young people that was 
made to Tanzania, which was very inspiring.  Envelopes were distributed to give to the 
Tanzania project.  Half of the offering will go to the ELCA and the other half to local 
congregations to help with the project. 

 Cheryl stated that Mutual Ministry had talked to Pennie Makela and that it was mutually 
understood that she no longer will be the janitor at Grace because of her physical 
limitations.  Cheryl also stated that there is one applicant for the janitor position, which 
they will interview. 

 The council finished rewording the constitution using the LRVRT suggestions as well as 
suggestions by others. 

 The nominating committee has not submitted any names at this time.  We will need one 
council member, Fortune Lake, Synod Assembly and Fall Conference delegates. Katie will 
contact the team. 

 Pam moved that we go ahead with the interview process for Micah Cavaleri that the 
Bishop proposed.  Dave second the motion with passed with one abstention. 

 The Budget & Finance Committee submitted a proposed budget for 2018.  

Grace Lutheran Council 
 

Cheryl Stimac (President) 

281-7909 

 

Joe DeForge (Vice President) 

482-8068 

 

Laurie Aho (Treasurer) 

482-0817 

 

Julie Belew  

(Interim Pastor) 

 

Heather Aro (Secretary) 

482-0341 

 

Chris Bohjanen (482-8459) 

 

Pam Long (482-4065) 

 

Janet Kokko (482-2368) 

 

Dave Aro (487-6161) 

 

  

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    Christmas Greetings     
 

Would you like to send a Christmas greeting to all members at 
Grace Lutheran?  If so, please sign your name to the Christmas 
Greetings sheet in the narthex.   What you might shave in not 

sending a card can be used as an offering given to Omega House.  
Please mark your offering envelope “Christmas Greetings.”   

Annual Reports Due! 
 

All committee reports  
need to be turned into Katie.  
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Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

 

         1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 

AA 

2 

 

 

 

10:00 to 

12:00 
Decorating 

Day  

 3 

 

9:30 Choir 

10:00  

Sunday School  

& Confirmation  

11:00  

Worship 

7:00 

Christmas Concert  

 

4 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

 

11:30 Knit, Pray, 

Crochet at 

Quincy’s  

 

1:00  

Knit, Pray,  

Crochet 

 

6 

10:00  

Cup of Grace 

11:00  

Bible Study 

1:00 

Quilting 

3:00 

After School 

Program 

  

7 

 

 

 

 

12:30 

Games  

at Grace 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 

AA 

9 

 10 
 

9:45 Choir 

10:00  

Sunday School  

& Confirmation  

11:00  

Worship 

4:00 – 6:00  

“Let’s Eat” 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

6:00 

LCW 

Christmas 

Party  

 

12 

 

 

 

1:00 Knit, Pray,  

Crochet 

 

1:00 

Primetimers 

at Pilgrim River 

13 

10:00  

Cup of Grace 

11:00  

Bible Study 

3:00 

After School 

Program 

6:00 

Christmas Program  

 

14 

 

 

 

  

 

12:30 

Games  

at Grace 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 

AA 

16 

 

 

  17 

 

9:45 Choir 

10:00  

Sunday School  

& Confirmation  

11:00 Christmas 

Program 

12:00 Fellowship 

 

18 

 

 

 

6:30 

Prayer  

Service 

19 

 

1:00  

Knit, Pray,  

Crochet 

at Sue Slinde’s 

 

6:30 

Council 

 

20 

 

10:00  

Cup of Grace 

11:00  

Bible Study 

2:00 

Nursing Home 

Visits  

21 

 

 

 

12:30 

Games  

at Grace 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

8:00 

AA 

23 

 

 

 

  24 
11:00 Worship 

4:00 Worship 

9:00 Worship  

------------------------- 

 31    11:00 Lessons    

           and Carols 

 

25 

 

2:00 

Little Brothers 

Christmas 

 Meal 

26 

 

 

1:00  

Knit, Pray,  

Crochet 

 

 

27 

10:00  

Cup of Grace 

 

11:00  

Bible Study 

 

28 

 

 

12:30 

Games  

at Grace 

29 

 

 

 

8:00 

AA 

30 
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Prayer Calendar – December 2017 
A Year of Prayer                  prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org 

A Lifetime of Praying!          www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully 
1 Pray for church choirs and musicians who share their gifts of music as they welcome the 

Christ Child this season. 

2 For all those who have lost loved ones and miss them especially during the holiday season. 

3 On this First Sunday of Advent 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection waken us to the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day. 

4 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses – Rev. John and Sue Shallow and Rev. Dale 

and Jo Skogman. 

5 Pray for members of Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, Baltimore MD (Rev Gary 

Dittman), Jerusalem Lutheran Church Baltimore MD (Rev Arwyn Gohl), and St. Luke 

Lutheran Church, Hampden, Baltimore MD (Rev Margaret Zipp.) 

6 For those attending the Always Being Made New (Mission Outreach) Committee meeting 

today at 11:00 at the Synod Office and for the Synod Staff as they meet today at 3:00. 

7 Pray for Bishop Katherine Finegan, as she attends Bi-Synodical Candidacy meeting in 

Appleton December 7-9. 

8 Pray for the members of Temeke Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and their 

NGLS Companion Congregation, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Hancock (Rev DJ 

Rasner, pastor.) 

9 Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month:  
David Johnson 12/18, and John Kuziej 12/21. 

10 Advent II – Walk in hope, as you move toward the manger, keeping your eyes on 

the child, the child who will fulfill that hope for all humanity on the cross of Good 

Friday.          

11 Pray for those attending the World Hunger Committee meeting in the Synod office today at 

noon and for the office staff and all those visitors to the Synod Office Open House today 

through Dec 15. 

12 Pray for Pastors LaVonne Stephenson, Lisa Ubbelohde, Andrew Plocher, and Bucky Beach 

as they celebrate anniversaries of ordination this month. 

13 For our Sunday School children who learn about God’s word each week and who anticipate 

the birth of baby Jesus in these next days. 

14 Pray for all those with Alzheimer's Disease, for their families, and for their caregivers.  Pray 

also for more research and possibly a cure for this devastating disease. 

15 For those addicted to drugs, alcohol and other substances who may find this season of 

family celebration particularly troublesome.  We pray that the light of Christ Jesus may 

shine into their darkness. 



 

16 Pray for the spouses of our deceased pastors – Karen Merckx and Jane Magnuson. 

17 Advent III – As you come closer to the manger at Bethlehem get ready to 
come face to face with the ultimate gift of love – the presence of "God with 
us," Immanuel! 

18 Pray for those attending the Judicatory Heads Lunch today at noon. 

19 For all of those celebrating the holidays with their co-workers, friends and relatives at 

Christmas parties in our synod this month.  May they all have loads of fun, drink 

responsibly, and drive safely so they can take time to celebrate the coming of the Christ child 

together on Christmas Day. 

20 Pray for our Synod Staff as they attend their Christmas Gathering.  The 
Synod Office is closed today. 

21 For single parents who struggle to provide for their children at this time of the year and to 

insure appropriate child care is in place when the children are on school vacation. 

22 Pray for members of Grace Lutheran Church, Harford Rd, Baltimore MD (Rev Rita 

Niewerth), St. John Lutheran Church, Pimlico, Baltimore MD (Rev Patricia Payne), and 

Augsburg Lutheran Church, Baltimore MD (Rev Eric Campbell.) 

23 For those in prisons.  Keep them from harm and help them to see the light of Christ in their 

lives during this season. 

24 Advent IV – As you take the final steps in your journey to the manger again this year 

joyfully lift up prayers of thanks for the fulfillment of all God’s promises in the Christ child. 

25 Pray this day that the Prince of Peace may stir the hearts of men and women the 

world over, so that love and care for each other may rule.  May we treat all we 

encounter as brothers and sisters every day of the year and 

May Peace on Earth become a reality. 

26 Pray for all the children on school vacation, may they have a chance to renew, recreate, and 

enjoy their family, friends, and toys. 

27 For blessings on all those men and women in the armed forces defending our country who 

are away from their families this holiday season. 

28 Pray for the members of Trinity Lutheran Church in Ishpeming and their interim pastor, 

Rev Lauri Maki, as they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy. 

29 For all those who are lonely and long for someone to talk to and help them celebrate during 

this otherwise festive season. 

30 Pray for all of our seminary students, especially Micah Cavaleri who is just beginning this 

journey. 

31 Offer a prayer of thanks for the opportunities and gifts of the past year – and a prayer of 

hope that the coming year will put an end to the brutal acts of violence perpetrated upon 

innocent people here in the United States and across the world. 

ά²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ-Maryland Synod 
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