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Greetings Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

In this Advent season, we think new — a new church year; a new baby born at Christmas. During Advent, it’s a good idea to
read from biblical passages like Isaiah 66. The exiles are returning home and rebuilding Jerusalem and the temple. They are
restarting their lives and beginning anew. Mother Zion will give quick and painless birth to new children.

Who has heard of such a thing?
Who has seen such things?
Shall a land be born in one day?
Shall a nation be delivered in one moment?
Yet as soon as Zion was in labor
she delivered her children.
Isaiah 66:8

There is rich maternal imagery used for God in Isaiah 66. God is about to give birth. As opposed to a normal pregnancy of
nine months, Advent only allows four weeks to prepare ourselves for new life.

It may seem silly to talk about preparing ourselves for a divine pregnancy, but preparation is a spiritual requirement for every
meaningful birth. Meister Eckhart, the thirteen-century mystic, put it in a memorable way using words that still ring true for
our own Advent journey:

We are all meant to be mothers of God.
What good is it to me if this eternal birth of the divine Son takes place unceasingly,
but does not take place within myself?
And, what good is it to me if Mary is full of grace if I am not also full of grace?
What good is it to me for the Creator to give birth to his Son
if I do not also give birth to him in my time and my culture?
This, then, is the fullness of time:

when the Son of God is begotten in us.

God is about to birth in us a new creation—a renewal of our spirits, a renewal our very selves- by God’s gracious labor.

As we prepare during Advent, we pray: “God of new life, you desire to give birth within each one of us. Birth in us the image
of your Son. With your spirit renew our minds and our hearts. Prepare us for the coming of your divine presence.” Amen

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Julie
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Notes from the
office

Would you like to
start receiving a
weekly devotion

__________________________ | from the church

office on Mondays?

up new shelving in the old “youth room”.

Birthdays Please send Katie
Y your name and
Karen Johnson 3 Emily Raffaelli 6 Chloe Snell 6 email address.
Katie Bridgers 7 Dolores Paavola 11 Joan Leinonen 11

Newsletter items are

Dylan Nettell 12 Jordan Tormala 12 Ethan Tormala 12 due in the office the
Carrie Karvakko 18 Jean Belkonen 18 Dominick Nettell 20 last week of the
Edna Caldwell 20 Susan Beck 21 Ashley Puska 22 month.
Courtney Matthews 23  Angela Harju 28 MaryAnn Schulze 28 Please save your
Jack Koskela 29 Econo receipts and

return them to a box
in the library. Grace

Anniversaries receives 1% of the
total receipts.

Jason and Katie Tormala 1st fwe d h
we do not have
h
Jack and Susan Koskela 4t your birthday or

Bill and Sandra Mannisto 21st anniversary, please
let us know.

- J

A Special Gift to Grace Lutheran

Quilters
Wednesday,
Dec. 7"

Would you like to give a special Christmas gift to
your church? In the narthex, you will find a
white envelope with a green label. Inside is a
greeting card that you may send, if you wish, to
honor the recipient. You might state that the gift

to Grace is in place of one you would purchase. / ] \
However, you just might want to give a gift to Knit, P ray,
Grace! Please place in the offering! Thanks! Crochet

Every Tuesday

@ %@ % 1:00pm

All are welcome.
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is not in the presents
but in .

AT

presence

December Dates to Remember
Monday, Dec. 12th, LCW dinner at the Ramada. Meet at church
at 6:00pm, dinner at 6:30pm. Sign-up sheet is located in the

narthex.

Wednesday, Dec. 14, children’s Christmas program at 6:00pm.
All are welcome to attend with a fellowship to follow.

Sunday, Dec. 18, children’s Christmas program at our 11:00am
worship service, with a fellowship to follow.

Wednesday, Dec. 21st, at 2:00pm our members will be going to
the nursing homes. All are welcome to join them.

Saturday, Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve worship services, 4:00pm
family service and 9:00pm, candlelight service.

Christmas Day, Little Brothers’ meal will be held at 2:00pm.
There will be no worship on Sunday, December 25,

Festival of Lessons and Carols will be Sunday, January 1st, at our
11:00am worship.

December
Worship Text
& Pulpit Supply

Sunday, Dec. 4
Bruce Johanson
Third Sunday
of Advent
Matthew 11:2-11
The forerunner
of Christ

Sunday, Dec. 11
Rev. Bob Langseth

Fourth Sunday
of Advent
Matthew 1:18-25
Our God near
at hand

Sunday, Dec. 18
Christmas Program

Sunday, Dec. 24
Cheryl Stimac 4pm

Rev, Julle Belew Ipm
Nativity of Our Lord
Luke 2:1-14, 15-20
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Do you ever wonder what is happening at Grace Lutheran?

Take a look at our web site. The monthly calendar is located on the
homepage, which is very handy, to find out what's happening. On our
web page, you will also find many other items from our monthly
council minutes to the history of Grace Lutheran Church.

Visit our web page to get the latest news.
www.gracesouthrange.com

You may also find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/GraceLutheranChurchSouthRangeMi

7

Grace Lutheran Council

6race Lutheran Congregational Contact Information

Volunteer Coordinators

Acolytes/Bell Ringers
Altar Duty
Communion
Counters
Funeral Servers
Readers
Fellowship
Ushers

Greeters

Ride Coordinator
Office Volunteers
Gardening

Katie Bridgers
Chris Davis

Chris DeForge
Marianne Bohjanen
Patty Savola
Cheryl Stimac
Carolyn Rundman
Pam Long
Heather Aro

Katie Bridgers
Katie Bridgers
Janet Kokko

Building & Grounds Maintenance

Paul Bridgers 482-3665 Dave Aro 487-6161
Tom Stimac 281-7910

Heather Aro 482-0341

Parsonage Maintenance

Paul Bridgers 482-3665 Dave Aro 487-6161
Katie Bridgers 482-2011 Pam Long 482-4065

482-2011
482-5567
482-8068
482-8459
281-5100
281-7909
482-6344
482-4065
482-0341
482-2011
482-2011
482-2368

Pennie Makela 281-4667

Pam Long (President)

482-4065

Cheryl Stimac (Vice President)

281-7909

Laurie Aho (Treasurer)

482-0817

Julie Belew
(Interim Pastor)

Katie Bridgers (Secretary)

482-2011

Chris Bohjanen
482-8459

Cara Wightman

370-8068

Heather Aro
482-0341

Dave Aro
487-6161




PRAYERS

Holy God, you raise up leaders throughout the church to proclaim your word of
hope. Unite the church through the good news of salvation, so that all will know and
experience your glory.

Holy God, you created mountains and hills, seas and rivers, and all creatures. Reveal
to us the goodness of all you have made so that we live wisely with these your gifts.
Holy God, you desire that all people live in peace. Guide all in positions of authority
to lead with equity, and give courage to advocates who speak for the voiceless.

Holy God, you sent your Son to be our physician and remedy. Strengthen medical
professionals and counselors to care for the sick and grieving, so that all people

experience healing and consolation. Grace'
Holy God, you gather us together in community, blessing us with friends and family. Lutheranis a
Make yourself known to all who participate in worship today, and send us forth to member
serve our neighbors. fth

Holy God, you show your love and faithfulness in every generation. Through the 0 e
witness of our ancestors in the faith, you have shown us how to testify to your grace Evangel ical
and truth. Lutheran
Hear the prayers of your people, glorious God, for the sake of the one who took on Church
our nature and form to redeem the whole world, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. ] )
Amen. In America.

4

Children's Christmas

Program

Our Hearts to Their Homes

Wed., Dec. 14th, at 6pm

Sun., Dec. 18t at 11am Elaine Aro at home

Jan Mikkola at home
Delores Paavola at home
Eleanor Maki at the Bluffs
Amanda Mountjoy at home

A fellowship will
follow both programs.

Nancy Harris at Omega House
Irene Kokko at Portage Pointe
Bill & Sandra Mannisto at home

Gentle Reminder
The office and financial staff do not work on Sunday mornings.
Thanks for respecting their worship time with their families.
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Service Workers for December
Dec. 4 Dec. 11 Dec. 18 Dec.24 4pm | Dec.24 9pm
Counters S. Slinde C. DeForge H. Aro C. Stimac C. Stimac
K. Houle J. Simila C. Davis M. Bohjanen M. Bohjanen
Fellowship None None Fellowship None None
Ushers Savola P. Long ASP/SS T. Savola C. Bohjanen
Family Volunteers P. Bridgers K. Rundman
Acolyte & Youth Youth Youth Youth
Bell Ringer
Communion Angela Pam None Tom
Assistant Harju Long Stimac
Reader None
Sunday Chris Janet Children’s No No
School DeForge Kokko Christmas Sunday Sunday
Program School School

A

= -

christmes
choir
oncert

Sunday, December 4™,
7:00pm

. f Did you know that last year X

alone, Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church had received over
$6,000.00, just for collecting
Econo Foods receipts? This can
be us, if we all start bringing in
our Econo Foods receipts. You
may bring them to the library
and place them into the bin.
Something so easy and simple
can make a big impact.
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November Council Highlights

1. Pastor Julie has filled the pulpit supply for December. Erin Lafrienere is on a break from
pulpit supply. She will contact Pastor Julie when she is ready to begin again. Pastor Julie
encouraged Grace council to have an open dialogue about where we want to go and to possibly
start a discernment process.
2. The Nominating Committee has presented the following names to be submitted for 2017;
I. Council: Jeanine Baillod and Janet Kokko to replace Katie Bridgers and Cara Wightman
Ii. Fortune Lake Representatives: Dave and Heather Aro. If they cannot make it, Emily and
Lisa Raffaelli will attend

Ii. Synod Assembly: Jeanine Baillod and Cheryl Stimac

iv. Fall Conference: Patty Savola, Katie Bridgers and Heather Aro
3. Emily Raffaelli is willing to be our regular musician from September to May. Katie will be
finding subs throughout the summer, and when Emily is not able to play.

P
L g




LCW

The LCW has decided their Christmas project for this year will be the Omega House and the
CC Autism group. Money will be collected for the CC Autism Awareness group. An envelope
will be put in the bulletins in November. We would like the money to be turned in by the end
of the year. Below is a wish list needed for the Omega House:

*Gift cards to area stores

*Dishwashing detergent

*Laundry bleach

*Kitchen & bathroom cleaning supplies
*Kitchen & bathroom paper products

*Copy paper

*First class postage stamps
*Liquid hand soap & refills
*Laundry detergent (HE)
*Kitchen storage bags (various sizes)
*Regular and decaf coffee
*Hand sanitizer pumps & refills

A box will be put in the narthex. Thank you.

The LCW has decided not to have a community Christmas party this year. Instead, we will be
going out to eat to the Water Front and enjoy each other’s company on Monday, December

12w. Please sign up in the narthex.

May your home be warm,
your holidays grand,

and may your heart be
held gently in the Lord’s hand.

The Season of the Church Year
and What They Mean
(From The Lutheran Handbook)

Christmas

* Christmas is a day and a season when we
celebrate God’s coming among us as a human

* child: Jesus, Emmanuel (which means “God
with us”). The liturgical color for Christmas is

* white, which reminds us that Jesus is the Light
of the world. Christmas lasts for 12 days, from
- December 25 to January 5.

/Pennie's Pick of the Mon‘rh\

If you have a young one at home or
have interaction with a child,
Christmas is an extremely happy
time for them. Between the
decorations and the gifts that are
being placed under their tree, it is
hard for the young to not feel that
excitement. Make sure they know
the true reason for celebration. It's
beyond the Santa's and bustling
shoppers. It's about true love, God's
love. It's because of Jesus our Lord
and Savior!

Have a Blessed Christmas and a
Glorious New Year!

\_
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Kids' Korner

I Children’s’ Christmas Program
All are welcome to join us.

Wednesday, Dec. 14",

I at 6pm .
Fellowship to follow I
I Sunday, Dec. 18",
at 11am
Fellowship to follow I

December
Sunday School

Sunday, Dec. 4
Light & Hope

Sunday, Dec. 11
God’s Promise

Sunday, Dec. 18
Christmas Program

Sunday, Dec. 25th
No Sunday School
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Christmas Meal

Bible Study

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
| | | 1 2 3
8:00
AA
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:45 Choir 6:30 11:30 10:00
Joint Council Knit, Pray, Cup of Grace
10:00 S.S. at First Crochet
Lutheran Lunch at 11:00 8:00
11:00 Magnuson Bible Study AA
Worship 6:30
Rev. Bruce Prayer 1:00 1:00 Quilting
Johanson Service Knit, Pray,
Crochet 3:00 ASP/FF
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:00
9:45 Choir Cup of Grace
1:00
10:00 S.S. 7:00 Knit, Pray, 11:00
LCW Crochet Bible Study 8:00
11:00 Dinner at AA
Worship Ramada 1:00 3:00 ASP/FF
Rev. Bob Primetimers
Langseth at Upper Deck 6:00 Children’s
Christmas
Program
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:45 Choir 10:00 Christmas
Cup of Grace Eve
10:00 S.S. 1:00 Worship
Knit, Pray, 11:00 8:00 4.00
11:00 Crochet Bible Study AA w/ Cheryl
Children’s Stimac
Christmas 2:00 and
Program Nursing Home 9:00
Visits w/ Rev.
Julie Belew
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
No Worship
Service 10:00
Office 1:00 Cup of Grace
2:00 Closed Knit, Pray, 8:00
Little Brothers Crochet 11:00 AA
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A Year of Prayer prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
A Lifetime of Praying! www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

Prayer Caldar— December 201

1 Pray for those attending the Youth Committee meeting 10 a.m. at the Synod Office.

2 For all those who have lost loved ones and miss them especially during the holiday season.

3 Pray for church choirs and musicians who share their gifts of music as they welcome the Christ
Child this season.

4 o Advent 11 — Walk in hope, as you move toward the manger, keeping your eyes on

the child, the child who will fulfill that hope for all humanity on the cross of Good
Friday.

5 Pray for members of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Frostburg MD (RevRichard Schoenly,
Living Water Lutheran Church Stevensville MD (Rev Robert Day), and Global Peace
Lutheran Fellowship, Frederick MD (Rev Surekha Nelavala)

6 Pray for our retired pastors and their spouses — Rev. Eleanor and James Russey and Rev.
Douglas and Marilyn Schoen.

7 Pray for all of the emigrants and their families fleeing violence and terrorism in their own
countries. We pray that they will be welcomed and will flourish is their new home countries.

8 Pray for the members of Mbagala Lutheran Church, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and their
NGLS Companion Congregation, Immanuel Lutheran Church in Rhinelander (Rev Tammy
Barthels, pastor.)

9 For PastorKatherine Fineganas she attends the candidacy meeting today and tomorrow in
Appleton.

10 | Pray for our Synod Transition Team today as they meet in the Synod office at 11:00 and in the
coming months as they work on all of the many tasks surrounding the retirement of Bishop
Thomas Skrenes and the election of a new Bishop.

11 Advent 11 —as you come closer to the manger at Bethlehem get ready to come face
to face with the ultimate gift of love — the presence of God in Immanuel, “God with
us!”

12 | Pray for Pastors LaVonne Stephenson and Bucky Beach as they celebrate anniversaries of

ordination this month.

13 | Pray for our Sunday School children who learn about God’s word each week and who anticipate
the birth of baby Jesus in these next days.

14 | Pray for those attending the Transformational Ministry Council Retreat Planning Meeting 10
a.m. CT at FLLC.

15 For those addicted to drugs, alcohol and other substances who may find this season of family
celebration particularly troublesome. We pray that the light of Christ Jess may shine into their
darkness.

16 | Pray for the spouses of our deceased pastors — Kaaren Ness and Valdora Otto.



mailto:prayfaithfully@nglsynod.org
http://www.nglsynod.org/prayfaithfully

17

Pray for pastors both active and retired celebrating birthdays this month : Kris
Ertl 12/17, David Johnson 12/18, and John Kuziej 12/21.

8 g Advent 1V — As you take the final steps in your journey to the manger again this year
: > joyfully lift up prayers of thanks for the fulfillment of all God’s promises in the Christ
child.

19 | For all of those celebrating the holidays with their agorkers, friends and relatives at
Christmas partiesn our synod this month. May they all have loads of fun, drink responsibly, and
drive safely so they can take time to celebrate the coming of the Christ child together on
Christmas Day.

20 | Pray for our Synod Staff as they meet today at 11: 00 and tomorrow when they close
the office to attend their Christmas Gathering.

21 | For single parents who struggle to provide for their children at this time of the year and to insure
appropriate child care is in place when the children are on school vacation.

22 | Pray for members of Feagaville Parish and Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Frederick MD (Rev
Kenneth Gill), Emmanuel Trinity Lutheran Church, Frederick MD (Rev Charles Carr), and
Living Grace Lutheran Church, Fredrick MD (Rev Timothy Jahn.)

23 | For those in prisons Keep them from harm and help them to see the light of Christ in their lives
during this season.

24 "% Pray that this evening the light that shines in the darkness may shine again in ang
through youas you carry the wonder of this evening with you this and every day
throughout the coming year.

25 Gy Pray this day that the Prince of Peace may stir the hearts of men and wortien

1’@?& world over, so that love and care for each other may rule. Throughout the world, in our
‘f{é\ig own country, our communities and our own homes may we treat all we encounter as
n/éz“ﬁii brothers and sisters and may Peace on Earth become a reality.

CHRISTMAS

26 | Pray for all the children on school vacationmay they have a chance to renew, recreate, and
enjoy their family, friends, and toys.

27 | For blessings on all those men and women in the armed forces defending our country who are
away from their families this holiday season.

28 | Pray for the members of Grace, South Range and First in Dollar Bay and their interim
pastor, Rev Julie Belew, as they continue in the call process during a pastoral vacancy.

29 | Pray for the ministries of Lutheran Social Services in our synod — especially for those parents
and children who become families through the adoption services.

30 | For all of the Licensed Lay Ministers in our Synod.

31 | Offer a prayer of thanks for the opportunities and gifts of the past year — and a prayer of hope

that the coming year will put the difficulties of a divisive Presidential election behind us and bring
us insight to deal with the future of our country as we trust in God.
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